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(5) 
Pn os 


| Light in Darkneſs, vw: : 


_— 
—— a : ——— 


Pſal, 112. v. 4. 
Unto the Upright there ariſeth Light im the Darkneſs. | 


A HE Scripture ( as Chryſoſtpme 
_ ſays) is a Spiritual Paradiſe, The 


Book of P/alms is 'placed in the 

midſt of this Paradiſe, | 

The P/alny, are not only for 

Delizht, but for ſe : like thoſe Trees of the San- 

(tuary in Ezekiel, which wers hath for Food, and 

for Medicme, Tn | 

he P/alms at David are commenſurate and 

exa&ly fitred to every Chriſfians conditian ; 

It his Afediax are frozen, here he raay ferch E ire, 

if his (race. be-weak, .here he may fetch Ampnr.; 

if +his Spirits are ready to, fam, het he may 

ferch Cordials for his Soul : Amongſt other Di- 
vine Conſolatzons, the Text isnot the leaft,--- 


Unto 


(6) 
- Unto the Upright there ariſeth Light in the*Dark- T 


_ neſs. 


Which words are calculated for the Comfort of 
the Godly, in all Ages and Centuries of. the 
Church. 

This Text is like Tſrae!'s Pillar of Fire in the 
Wilderneſs : or, like, the Mariners Lanthorn, that 
gives Light in a Dark Night. 

Unto the Upright there arifeth Light in-the Dark- 
neſs. | 
"M me Explain the Words e're I come to the 
Propoſition | 

+. To the Upright. } Who are here meanc 
by the Upright $ 

"The Hebrew ward for Uprig!t, ſignifies Plain- 
neſs of Heart. The Upright Man is without Collu- 
ſon or Fraud; In whoſe ' Spirit there is no Guile , 
Pſal. 32. 2. He that is Upright, his Heart and 
his Tongue go together, as a well-made Dial, goes 
exactly by the Sun. 

- The Words following in the Fext, may ſerve 
for a ſhort —_— roſhew us,who this Hpright. 
Mar is, the Text fayes NEED 


F 
' <q? 


f 
, \ + © # 
: - H | 


(3) 


Pri racious, 
He is. 4 Full of C "ompaſſſon, 


i bteous. 


KD if The Upright Man is Gracious: That i im- 
plies his Holizeſs. | 

gecons , He is Full of Compaſſion: -: Thar] im- 
plies his Charitableneſs. And, - * 
"Thirdly, He is Rhone : Thar implies his 


Inſtneſs. 


He is Gracious, FF he fears God. 

He is Full of | ( ompaſſion, therefore he feeds the 
Poor. 

He is Rig breous, chenekore he does to hers as 
be would hon them do to him. 

This is the. Upright Man. 

In ſhort; He is one that does a& from a 
right Principle and that is Faith : By a right Rule, 
and that is Scripture : To a right End, and tha 
* God's glory. Here's a man downright Upright. 


2. The ſecond thing inthe Text is, There 
ariſeth [_ Light ] tothe Upright. What's meanc 
by Light here? _. 

Light metaphorically is meant Delight and 
C oof rt, or Joy. . Thar s. here meant by Light! 
. Eſther 


(8) 
Eſther 8. 16. The Jews had Light, aud Gladneks, 
and Joy. Light when it ſprings in, doch much 
revive. Light is ſweet. Joy is to the Heart, as 
| Light is to the Eye, Fxhilarating and Refreſhing. 

That's the ſecond Word :There arileth [1 i#ht 1 4 
\ that is , Joy and Comfort. 

3. There arileth Light in "Dar kuſs} Why $ 

= here by Darkneſs * ? 

By Darkneſs is meant Trouble and Sorrow, Res 
adverſe. In Iſa. 8. 22. They ſhall look ums the 
Earth , and behold Trouble, and Darknels. © By 
Darkueſs is meant. : Trouble. - Darkneſs iis very 
Diſconſolate and Afrighting : It makes every thing 
like the Terrers of the Nigh: ;- Such 15 Trouble , 
Such is Affliftion ; *ris Affrighting * Tc makes every 


Ko - like the Terrours of the Neght. 


| $0 much tor the Explaning of the Words. 
To the Vpright arijeth Light mu the Darkouſh. 


The Obſervation chat reſults from te W ords i is 
__ (Pray abſerve it: t ) 


| Do. That So the C ondition of God's People 
is Darkeſt, God cauſes « Light 80 ſhox mite then, To 
oy Upright erifeth Light is Darkneſs.” \ * 

This 


© #. 
This Tropeſins has'two Branches; I {hall ſpeak 
-of them diſtinaMly. 


- 2. That the Upright ay have their Night : it 
may be a Dark leaſon, 


'2. That a Morning-light ariſes to them in the 
midft of all their Darkneſs. 


1, p, = Fo | Firſt, 


- That the Upright, thole wham God loves, 
they may have their Night, they may have a ve- 
ry Dark ſeafon : They may have a two-fold 
#1, & 1. A-Night of Affifion, 

They may have Q pe” 

' :. A Night of Deſertion 


1. They may have a Night of Affliftion : 
( for Godlineſs does not exempt from Trouble.) 
A Dark Cloud may \et upon their Name, upon | 
their Eſtate : God may lay an Embargo upon all 
their Ourward Comforts. In Rath 1. 20. Call 
me not Naomi ( that is, Fair, or Pleaſant : ) call 
me Mara : For the Almghtyhath dealt very | bitterly |] 
with me. | ko &. + S- CDI» l VU CL I\ 
B 2. The 


(10 ) 

z. The Godly may have not only a Night of 
Afftition, but they may have a Neght of De/ertion. 
God may with-draw the {miling Beams of his 
Favour, 'and then 'tis Night with them indeed, 
then nothing follows but Darkneſs. In Job 6. 4. 
The Arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poiſon 
whereof drinketh ap my Spire. 

It alludes ( faies Draws} umo the Cuſtom 
of the Perſians, who in their Warrs did dip their 
Arrows in Poiſon, thatthey might ſhoot their 
Enemies with the more deadly Wound. Thus 
the God of Heaven, he may lometimes ſhoot 
the poiſoned Arrow 'of Defertion, and thea the 
Soul is Bemghted, it is in the Dark. | 

Though God has the Fart of a Father, yet 
he may ſometimes have the F ace of an þ 

And; the Lord may cauſe a Chud of Dark- 
neſs upon the Soul, and ſuſpend the Beams of 


Spiritual (omfort, for thele two Reaſ ns. 
; Reaſon 1. 


The Darkneſs of © eſertion, it is, to quicken the 
exerciſe of Grace. 
For Grace domerimes ads higbeſt, when Cam- 
fort is loweſt. In Jonah 2. 4. I ſaid Tam ke 
fe of 


M$ | 3h to = 
of thy Let thy will T look again towards thy Holy Tem- 
ple.” Thar 4s, 1 will look to Chrift, of whom che 
Temple was but a Type. 

Faithand Patience, like two Stars, ſhine bright- 
elt in a dark Night of Deſertion, We are taken 
with the Comforts, but God is more taken with 
the Atings of our Grace. bs 

7.90 Reaſon 2. © 

The Lord may caule a Dark Cloud to be up- 
on the Righteous, a Cloud of Deſertion, That he 
may hereby awaken, excite,and ſtir up in them a Spirit 
of Prayer. 

If ever the'Soul will pray to purpoſe, *ris now, 
in an honr of Deſertion. Fathers may tide their 
Faces from their Children, re make them cry 
after them the more , God ſometimes hides the 
ight of his Face, that we may cry afcer him the 
louder: As David, in Pſal. 143. 7, Hear me 
ſpeedily, O Lord, my Spirit faileth : O! ide not t'y 
Face from me. My Beloved, [eertion, it is a 
fhorr Helf. 7onah called the Whales belly, te 
belly of Hell; Why lo? Becauſe he was Leſerted 
there. And it ever Jona) would Pray to purpole, 
it was now, that he might get out of the belly of 
Hell. Jonah 2. 2. Ont of the belly of Hell 1 cryed 
unto thee, and thou heardeſt my voice. 

| B 2 And 


"Azwo- 


hs __ riſe uponthe Upright when they are in the dark, . 


raſmg to . 


the Up- 
right, 


12 } 
And-that's a firſt Branch of the Do&trine, 
That God's People, they may have, a dark Night: .A 
Night of Afflition, when God lays an Embargo 
apon all their Comforts : And:a Night;of Deſertion, 
which is a ſhort Hell. 


Secondly, The ſecond Branch of the Propoſition 
is this, That now a Morning Light ſhines upon the 
Righteous, --»- Unto the Upright there ariſeth Light in 
the Darkneſs. Lux oritur, A Morning Light ſhines, 
The Philoſopher ſays, Non. dantwr pure tenebre, 
When 'tis Darkeſt, when there's Midnight, God 
will cauſe Light ſome way or other, to. break 
forth to the Wpright in Fleart, In Pal. 18. 28. The 
Lord will light my Candle, As it. David. had ſaid, 
Though at preſent all my Comforts ſeem; to be - 
blown out, and I am left in the. dark, yet the - 
Lord will light my Candle.: he.wili make. Light 
to ariſe in 0bſcurity. 


There is a twofold Might that God cauſes to a- 


that he makes 


to ſhine. . 


1. An Outward Light 
There is 


.2.. An. Inzard Light. 


1+. There- 


tp) 

1... There is an Re, Light ſhines ; - that is, 
Gad does oftentimes cauſe a Light of Proſperny to 
arite upon his People : that's a Light in» Darkneſs. 
When God by his Providence -alters- the Face of 
things, and cauſes Peace and Propperity. in the 
Tabernacles of the Righteous, here's Light ari- 
ſing in Darkneſs. In Plal..29.. 3.: When his Can: 
dle ſhined upon my Head. ---- What was this Candle? 
It wasnothing elle but the (andle of Proſperity 
that ſhined upon him. And in Pſal. 132: 17. 
T have ordained a Lamp for mine Anointed : That is, 
Outivard Bleſſmgs, Gracious Proſperity, ſhall ſhine 
as a Lamp upon David's Succeſlor. : I have. ordatned 
a Lamp for mine. Anointed ; I-will give outward Glory: 
in the Kingdom ; Here's an outward Light... 
The Lord. can on a ſudden alter the Sceneof: 
Providence, and turn the ſhadow of Death, into the: 
Light of the Morning. 


2. God cauſes an Inward Light to aiſeupoty: 
the Upright, . when they are inthe dark, -- 


1. A Light of Grace. 
Q2..A Light of Joy. 


Firſt, 


(.14) 

Firſt, The Light. of Grace, -. he makes- that 
ſhine... In the midſt of Darkneſs, ler the Darkneſs 
be what-itwill, a dram of Faith in the Soul, 1s a 
tpark of Lizht. Whenthe Tree has no 'Leaves 
nor Bloſſoms to be leen,bur ſeems dead in Autumn, 
yet. there may be ap in the Root of the Vine: 
Whenour Outward Comforts tare as it 'were dead, 
thete- may be a Seed of Grace preſerved | in 
the . Heart ': and this Grace in the darkeft 
condition, it is the dawning of Lrght tn the 
Soul. 


Secandy, God caules a Light of Spiriu- 
al Joy and (omfort to. arile upon his Saints, 
And truly, this 7ight of Spiritual Foy, it is 


ſomewhat of the gl: ring of the Light of 


Heaven, this is fome glimpſe of the Light of 
Paradiſe. In Iſa. 12. 1. ----- The Anger # tur- 
ned away, and thou comfortedſt me. The Light 
of Divare Joy in the Soul, "it 4s ſweet and- ra- 
viſhing: it makes. all dark Shadows flee away. 
Spiritual Joy, cauſes a Jubilation, and does as 
far exceed all earthly Comforts, 'as Heaven does 
Earth. | | 


Thus 


LIM 
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Thus. you ſee, FI in Midnight, in the 
darkeſt {loud of. Providence , - God: caules 
lome Light or other to: arile upon the Up 


right. 


My Brethren, 'tis only God can make ic 
light ſome in a dark enbled: Soul As when the 
Sun is fer, none can make it riſe again but God: 
So, (My Beloved,) when tis Sun-ſet in the 
Soul, 5 the Dew of Tears fall from the Eye, 
none can make Day-light in che Soul bur only 


God. Maumiſters they may Preach Comfort to 


us, hut God only can make us feel Com- 
tort; Moziſters they may bring a-Cordial to us, 
and {er.ir by. us, but none but God can pour this 
Cordial into the Heart; in Pal. 447+ Joo lit 
put Gladaeſs im my Heart. 


Before I come to the Applicniom bomb a 
Queſtion ariſes, ---- 

Why does Gutmake Light to ariſe to: hi _ in 
an, hour of Darkaeſs ? 

1 anſwer: for three Reaſons, reab}rqci I) or 


.. t, That God may hereby fuifd bus Promiſe: He Reaſons 


bas: fad it, that he wil enlighten his: People: -2 


oO SLELETL 


of the 
Point. 


(16) 
Iſa. 42. 16. T will make Darknels'Light 'before them. 
God's Honour lies upon it, to make good his Pro- 
mile;'and to joey 2 Fight to ariſe-ro his People 
in Obſcurity. The hi s$ Promiſe, it is his Bond. 
When one has given Bond to another, he cannot 

go back. Though ſometimes God's Promiſe « by 
may be/long-in Travail, yet at laſt itbrings. forth 

Deliverance. | 


'/Tws6 things'in God never'fail, ---- 
' Firſt, His Compaſſions fail not, Lam. 3.'22. 
Secondly, His Farthfulne/stails nor, Pſal, 82:33. 

God may ſometimes delay a Promite, 'but he 
will'not-eny His Promiſe: God may ſometimes 
change 'his Promiſe, turn a Temporal Promiſe 
into a Spiritual; and fo ipay ns'in 4 better (om, 
but will never break his Promile. H&has ſaid 
he will cauſe a Light to go before his People in 
all their Darkneſs, 


'* @, 'Godimay-caule Light and Joy to ariſeto his 
People,becaule they help io enlighten others. When o- 
ther Chriſtians areinthe dark: of Ignorance, they 
enlighten them with Knowledg ; when they are in 
the dark of Affliction,” ready to periſh, they feed 
them, and: they relieve them, and their Almes 
miniſter 


(17) 
miniſter Light of Joy and (omfort to the Poor; 
when. they are.in Deſertion, - why God's Peo- 
ple, they ſpeak a' word of Comfort to their 
Hearts :: They enlighten thoſe that fic in Dark- 
neſs, and therefore ſurely God will not let 
thoſe want Light, who help to enlighten others , 
it they ſhould come to be benighted with Sor- 
. row, why God will be {ure to tpring in with 
ſome Light to them, who have given Light to 
other's. 


3. God will caule Light to ariſe in Dark- 
neſs to his People, either he will ſupport them 
in Trouble, or deliver them out of Trouble, be- 
cauſe God lees thar fthey have great need of ſome 
dawnings of Light, they need ſome Morning-Star 
now to appear ; they would faint away, they 
would be diſcouraged in ſervmg God, it ſome- 
times he did not turn the Shadow of Death into 
the Light of the. Morning. -, Should the fick 
Patient always have purging Phyſick given 
him, why furely , if .he-had no (vrdiats: he 
would ſoon faint away. _ God. knows, our frame, 
he ſees our Spirits would fail before him, ifhe did 
always let a dark ( loud dwell upon us ; and 
C there- 


( 1.8 ): 

therefore, m- Judgment he remembers Mercy, and 
cauſes. the Day-Star of Comfort and: Joy to 
ſpring up in a Gracious Soul. . God will not 
fuffer it always tobe dark'in the Hearts of his 
People; leſt: they ſhould touch upon the 
Rock of Deſpair.. 'The- Muſician, he will not 
ſtretch the Strings of his Ytl. too hard, left 
they ſhould chance to break. 


Thus you ſee why the wile God ſees it fic- 
teſt ro cauſe Light toarile unto his People, in. 
the midſt of Al their ( louds of Darkneſs. 

And ſo much briefly for the Do&riual part. 


Eprocced now to the Application : 


1.. By way of Information. 
2, By. way of Conſolation. 


1. Me of Information. 


Firſt, By way of. Information; Here- are 
ſeveral Inferences.. ---- 


(19) 
Inference 1. 


1, See from this Text, the Infinite Goodweſs 
of God to his Children in all caſes that may fall 
out in this World, whether Affliftion or De- 
ſertion. O the goodnels of God ! in the mid(t 
of darkneſs he cauſes ſome Light or other to 
break forth. God does checker his work of 
Providence ; with dark Clouds he intermixes 
bright Stars. Juſt like the Limner who min- 
ples with dark and black Colours, bright Co- 
ours ; thiis does God in his Providence : che 
condition of the Sainrs on Earth is never (0 
black and cloudy, but ſome Rain-bow appears 
inthe Cloud of Providence. In Plat. 138.7. 
Though I walk in the midſt of Trouble, thou wilt re- 
vive me. Every ſtep I take, I tread upon 
Thorns, I walk in the midſt of "Trouble, a- 
mong Clouds, but thou wilt, Lord, revive me. 
Joſeph, be was in the Priſon, there was Dark- 
neſs; but (the Text ſaics)- the Lord was with 
Joſeph, there was Light; Gen. 39. 2. Jacob 
had the Hollow of his Thigh pur our of joint 


in Wreſtling : there was a dark Providence ; 
»T but 


( 20 ) 
but he ſaw God's Face at that very time, and 
there the Lord bleſled him: here was Light 
ariſing Ps Gen. 32. 30. Job loſt all that 
ever he had, he was Rough-cait with Boils and 
Sores ; there was a dark Providence : Ay bur 
hereby Job's Grace was proved, and improved, 
and God gave him an honourable teſtimony, 
Ti at he was upright; and God gave him double, 
the Eſtate that ever he had before : here was 
Light ariſing to him in his Darkneſs, Job 42, 10. 
And thus God does mix Light with his Peoples 
Darkneſs. As in the Ark there was Manna laid 
up with the Rod , ſo 'tis in God's Providences 
to his People : with the Rod of Afflifiiqn, 
there's ſome Manna, lome | Light, {ome Com- 
fort that God cauſes to {pring up; Manna, with 
the Rod. O -the goodnels of God! who: 
would not ſerve this God? in the darkeſt Night 
that is, he keeps alive lome ſparks of Light in 
the Hearts of his People,:, which may ſup-, 
preſs their .urmuring 5 and .may miniſter 


matter of Thanksgiving,” That's the firſt Infe- 


oo .- 


TEACE. + 


ſe, 


VI 


(an } 
Inference 2. 


2. If it be God's work and deſign tocauſe 
Light and Comfort to ariſe to the Righteors : 
why then, how contrary do. they a& to God, 
whoſe:work it is to caule Darkneſs and Sorrow 
to the Righteors ? God's: delign. and theirs 
crols each-other, -. There: js a Woe belongs to 
them that - make 'the Hearts : of the Righteous 
fad, 'In Ezek. 13. 22. Godis creating Light 
for his People, andthe Enemies of the Church, 
they are laying ſnares. for. them ;- God he is 
pouring, Wine and (vl into. his Peoples 
Wounds, and the Emfhhes' of Sion, they are 
pouring [/megar into; the, Wounds; how 
contrary do. th:le a&t ro (god-? the Children 
of Romiſh Babylon, they are at this day plot- 
ting: the Ruine of God's, ;People : - they 
would--rurno'} the: Church. of, God into an 
Aceldamb , .a' Fietd' of Blood; The Lord, he 
makes - Lizhf to arile rathe (3odly,, and. the 
Wicked, they labour to make Darkneſs and 
Sorrow arile to them. But, luch as lay ſnares 
forthe Righteous, (x0d will rain ſnares 

upon 


22) 
-upon them : al, 1.6. Upon the wicked he 
ſhall rain ſnares, . © Fire and Brimſlone, The 
Wicked Enemies of the Church , they 
ſtrike ar Chriſt through his Members Sides , 
and letthem know thar *tis kicking againſt a 
Rock. Chriſt will be coo hard for all his 
'Enemies; he will be viRorious at laſt : 
the 'Enemies, they may bid defiance to 
Heaven, they :may- {et up their Standards a- 
gainft Heaven: bur God always comes off 
Conqueror, and ſets up his Trophies. It there 
_ 'be either' Jabtice an Heaven, or Fire in Hell, 
the Enemy fhall not go'unpuniſhed. Pal. 
11.13. He hath ordained bis Arrows again 
the Perſecutors, GodMas his Arrow upon the 
String to ſhoot ar Perſecutors, and be aflu- 
red God never mifleth his mark. Ducleſian 
raſed down the Chriſtians Temples, and 
burnt their Bibles :* bur God was avenged 
.on him; he was afterwards ſtricken with 
*Phrency, and poiſoned himſelf. Perſecu- 
tors never thrive upon that bloody Trade. 


Ld 
La 


Infe- 


( 23 ) 
Inference 3 


See here the Great Difference between the 
Wicked and the Godly,; there's a vaſt Difference ; 
The Godly in all. their Darkneſs that befalls 
them, they have ſome Light ariſing to them, 
theWicked'in all cheir outward Comforts,they 
have ſome Darkneſs ariling to them, in the 
middfſt of all their Jollity and mirth, why til! 
there's a Dark (loud hangs over them : Con- 
ſcience chides them, Scripture. threatens them, 
(which is like the. Jand-writg upon the Wall ,) 
In P/al. 68. 21. God ſpall wound the Head of his 
Enemies, and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch a one as goeth on 
frill in his Treſpaſſes. A inner ſtill, in all his 
lightſom condition, his ourward Mirth, his 
Joy, he may ſee ſome Clouds of Darknels.: 
God's Threatnings are againſt him.-: God's : 
Curſe hangs over him, and that Curle it blafts 
wherever it comes. . A wicked man, an impe- 
nitent hardned ſinner, he goes every day-in : 
fear of ' Arreſting ; Death may Arreſt him.. 
There remains nothing tor him;.but qoeegx #4 
ms We: A fearful looking for- of . Judement, and - 

| fry | 
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fiery indignation, as the Apoltle faies, in Heb. 1 0. 

27. A hardned i impetirent {inner is in an ill 
cale; it he dies, he drops into the Grave and 
into Hell both at once.- God is brewing for 
hins a Deadly Cup. Tn 'Pſal. 75. 8. In the hand 
of the Lord'there is a (#p, and the Wine is Red: 

it ts full of mixture, and he 'poureth out the ſame : 
but the Dregs thereof all the Wicked - of the Earth 
ſhall wring'them out; and drink-them. 

What's this'Red- Wine inthe Cup? *Tis no- 
thing elfe but the Fiery Wrath of God: that's the 
Red Wine, Wine burnt with his Wrath. And 
( the Text laies ) this Cup is full of mixture, it's 
a mixed Cup the finner muſt drink. - Whar's the 
mixed Cup? The Worm of Conſcience, and the 
Fire of Hell : here's a mixed cup; and the wicked - 
{hall be ever drinking of chis Cup : God will 
never (ay, Tranſeat--- Let this C up paſs away from 
the Damned : No, they muſt be ever — | 
the dregs of this Cup of Wrath. 

Methinks this Scripture {honld be a C coling 
Card-unto all wicked men, and damp all cheir 
Mirth and Jellity : Doomſday Darkneſs is-com- 
ing upon them.- It was fad news brought to 
Saul ( and no wonder when the Devil brought 


the 


(25) 

thenews : ) Inthe 1 Sam..28. 19. faies Satan 
[there in Samael's Mantle, to Saul, To morrow 
ſhalt thou be with me, O dreadful news, to 
rake up a mans (Quarters among the Damned ! 
To day a {inner is among his Cups, he is Sport- 
ing with His Lyfts : now he is in his Mirth : and 
perhaps to morrow he may be with the Devil and 
his Angels, where Saul is. 


Inference 4. 


The fourth Inference is this: Does God cauſe 
Light to (pring up to the Upright in all their 
Darknes:Why then lee from hence the difference 
berween Earth and Heaven. Here in this World 
there's a Mixture of Darkneſs and Light : there's 
Clouds mixt with their Stars ; Dark Providen- 
ces as well as Light. 

But now, in Heaven it is otherwile, there's 
no Darkneſs there : nothing bur pure Light, 
pure Bliſs: and therefore Heaven it is call'd an 
Inheritance in Light, Col. 1. 12. 

The Philoſopher laies, 4s ii xtvucw : Light 
is the moſt glorious Creature, 'tis the Beauty of 
the World. What: were: the 'World without 

D Liebt, 
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Light, but a Dark Priſon? Here's the Beanty 
of Heaven, tis an Inveritance inLight, Heaven 
it is a Diaphanum, or 2 bright-Body, all over em- 
broidered. with Light and Glory : Thereareno 
Eclip/es there ; "There areno dark ſhadows to- 
be (een, but all is Orient Brightnels, Celeſti- 
all Glory. 

In Heaven, Chrilt, the Smof Righteouſneſs, 
will alwayes be ſhining with his illuſtrious 
Beams :. In Rev..21. 23. The. Lamb ss the Light. 
thereof. O how ſhould we long to be in that 
bleſſed place, that Paradiſe of God, that is (o- 
Adorned with the bright illuſtrious Rays of: 
Celeſtial Glory ! There's nothing but pure - 


Light, nothing. but Glory ſhiniag in irs per-. 


on.. 
So. much: for-the farft 14/e. 


Hſe 2.. 


The fecond Hſe is of Conſolation for the 
Church and People of God. "This Text is a 
Pillar of Light, a Breaſt of Conſolation, Unto 
the Upright there. arifeth Light 4n the Darkneſs, 
Does God make Light, and Joy, and Peace, to- 


arile 
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ariſe tothe Righteous > Why then ſhould we 

ond, or x avi away our Anchor > Why 
fhould we deſpair > Why may we not hope 
that the Morning-Star of Deliverance and Mercy 
may yet appear unto this Ifland ? Why ( I ſay) 
ſhould we defpond, when 'tis God's great Pro- 
ject and Defign, to lighten his Peoples Dark- 
neſs ? 

F confefs, things have a bad Aþef, a dark 
Face at preſent, Gray hairs are here and there. My 
Brethren, we ſee how things go : Sin grows 
higher : Enemies grow bolder : Diviſions grow 
wider. Thete are bad Symptoms of a ; 
Patient. 

© Englandis like that Ship in the Goſpel, which 
was woe covered over with Waves. Here's 
that may humble us,and ler our Eyes abroach 
with Tears. 

Yet, that we may not mourn without hope, 
let me tell you, there are ſome ſparks of Light, 
that do ſeem to ariſe to us in the Dark. Unto 
the Upright there ariſeth Light in the Darkneſs. 
Let me come as a Dove with an Olive-branch of 
' Peace in my mouth, that that is ſome ſpark of 
Light to us. 

D 2 1, That 


Grounds 
of Hope 
for Eng- 
land. 
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1, That there are many. Upriglt ones in this 
Nation : That's a Spark of Light. The Text 
ſaies, Lig't ariſeth to tle Upright : "Tis. to-be. 
hoped there are many ſuch in rhis Iſland. Were 
the Godly removed, ( as 'tis the deftgn of 
ſome to deſtroy them : ) God would make 
Quick work with the Nation, he would ſoon. 
break up Houſe here, God would quickly ſink 
the Ship of Church and State, if he had not 
ſome of bis Elec in it. Burt for the ſake of 
thoſe that are Hpright, God may be pleaſed 
yeta while to Reprieve the: Nation, and Ad- 
journ Englands Funeral a while longer. In 1/as 
65. 8. As the new Wine #s found in the C luſter, and 
one ſaith, Deſtroy it not, for a Bleſſing. us in it : Sg 
will T do f r my Servants ſakes, that I may. nat de-. 
ftroy them all. Though it cannot be denied but. 
our Vine, 1n this Land planted, bears much ve- 
ry bad fruit, yet doubtleſs there are ſome good- 
Cluſters in the Vine, and for thele Godmay,, 
ſpare the. V ine, and lay, Is t ere not a-bleſſing 
mn it ? 

The Saints of God ſtay his Hand when he 
is going to ſtrike. In Gen. 19. 22. Haſte thee 
( lates 


6.29 ) 
( bates the Angelico. Lot,- Halte thee to Zogr) 
efcapethither ;, for I\camot, do any thing tif{thou be 
come thicher.”.,” 9. | d.,;;L hou boldeſt my hand, I 
cannot ſtrike till thouart gone... The Saints'of 
God, though others look upon them with a 
* .comemptibleeye, 'they.are the Safety. of the 
Land, God will:do much for their ſakes. -'The 
Upris!t,abey arethe Excellent of the Earth, Plal. 
YGs,: 3: Others, arg but the Lumber, God 
knows. bad Lwunher,:Ebele are the Jewels. Mal. 
SAG 7 ingot Ab 0 3:0 be 
p {The-Saints pGod; they are the Chariots and 
Armen of 1ſxael : They, are. the very Flower 
| pd Cream gh-che Crearign,,, they are che Glory 
of Chaſt;;,2:(9,81-23- And tos, their lakes 
God may-yet caule. Light toarile, and he,may 
F be propitious,; and hjs Arm; may , bring Sat- 
vation. : | | 


2+ :Anothex Spark,,of: Light arifingrin, Eng- 
lands Darkneſs,is this, That.yer (iod is plealed 
wonderfully. keep up in his People a !Spinze 
- of Prayer ; They cry. mightily : Certainly 
(j od will not {ay to.us,; Seek ye me im vain. 
.-- The. Spartans. Halls, were their Spears... The 
= Wall. 


40}... | 
Walt and Bultwark (of z Landis DevoutPray- 
er." Whole V ollies of 'Sighs and Grroans'zre 
everyday [ent np to Heaven for Mercy; here's 
a'Spark of Light in-out Darkneſs : God hears 
thele Stghs. | / 07279010 | 
Pray obſerve, whert the Lord intends to 
pour out the Vial of- his' Indignation, and to 
bring wrath upon a People| hepreſencly ſtops 
All the ſlnces of Prayer, no-mibre Prayer tobe 
made.' Tir Jer. 7.516; Pray not for this People. 
God has not laid fo yet concerning Egland. 
Prayer-is a erp erent Wh and 
may caule'Light to ſpring up yet. ' Phe Ke 
of PANS Fea oleh Tae. Sortte'd with [- 
the Hand of Faith , 'unlocks God's Bowels. _ ; 
Prayer, when is importimate,” ir ftaves off 
'Wrath'from a Land. Tn Exod; 42: 10; 'Sties 
(God to Moſes, Let me alone, that my Wrath may 
 -wax hot againſt them, Why, what did Moſes do? 
He only Prayed. Fervent Prayey it overtomes 
the Onmipotent, as ' Unther (ies. Prayer it finds 
God Free, but it leaves him Bound. Hac Do- 
nina Mund: fruftnat 'S ohm. --- 
Prayer ties God's Hands: It ftaves off Judg- 
-ment. This (my Brethren) lets in fome dawn- 


ing 


«| 


| | | <3 I | 
ing of Light 10 this Lawd this day,in the mid'ſt 
of all our Clouds of Obſcurity : Prayer is made 
tor the Church. This gives us ſome ground 
to hope, that Giod will got wholly leave us. 


Eſpecially when we conſider, Chriſt is our 
Advocate; He'prays over our Prayers again, . 
ſprinkles them with his Blood, and perfumes 

m with his blefled Odours : and ſo they 
go.upt0 Heaven as [weet Incenſe, In Rey. 

'$. 4. The make, of the Iucenſe which came with 
the Prayers of the Saints, aſcended up befare God, . 
out of the Angels. hand, - 


|... 3- And laſtly, Another ſpark of Light a- 
p ging in our Dark Hemilphere,, it is this, 
(god's 


Compaſlions, his Bowel-Mercies. Mexr- 
cy, it is God's Darling Attribute , that he 
loyes moſt of all to magnife :\.ercy pleaſ- 
eth bim, Micah 7. 18. Though We don't pleaſe 
God, yet Mercy pleales hy. 

Fuſtice is God's ſtrange Work, Iſa. 28. 21. 
He is not ſo nwch uſed to that : Burt Mercy it 
is bis proper Work, x flows naturally from him, 
as the Honey from the Bee, or as.the Myrrhe 
drops 


A403 

drops from: the Myrthe-tree.' "While God fo 
delights in this Darling Atrribure'of Mercy, 
why-hould we defpair'r Why ray not Mer- 
cy give the caſting Voice forthis Nation? In 
Ija. 63. 9. Inhis Love and in hus Pity be Redeem- 
ed them.” 'O" Love and Pity will dogreat things. } 
i. bs Love und in his Pity be 'Redeemed 
them. ' ou U M92 020921; ; 

(tod's Mercy-'tis not only Free, ſending 
out-Pardons where it pleaſes ; but here's the 
Comfort, Crod's Mercy can-as well Heal as it 
' can-Save © Tis 4 'Fealmg Mercy. In Lofea | 
14. 4+ 1 will heal their Backſlidings. 

Pray obſerve : Mercy, what can't it do ? 
it can reclaim the Stubborn : it'can ſoften the Im- | 
 benitent % it-can bring back thole that are 2 wt a | 
ſtray from God. God's Mercy, it can as well 
give Repentance to a Nation, as Deliverance ; 
Mercy can deſtroythe Sins of - the Nation, and 

et /ave the Nation. Tisa Healing Metcy : --- 
1 will heal their Backſlidmes. 


Why, theſe are then lome Dawnings, ſome 
{parks of Light, that God caules to ariſe in the 


midlt of all our Darkneſs. 


Queſt, 
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Buthere's a oy (and ſol haſten to 
| anend.) os will {oy unto me, But things they ſtill 
_ very bad anddark, and we would have mw 
Light ; nomabat muſt we do, bow muſt we carry 
oxy ſelves, tb: God makes Light ariſe to us in our 
Darkneſs ? ti# Mercy comes riding to England 61 


tie (harittef Salvation? | 


Anſw. 


| anſwer in chelerwo EI IRCO®: 42 : 


"T Inihis rime of our Darke and (/oudi- 

WP” the fiſt wedo, let us go into our 
© "Chambers. Inlia..26. 20. Cowe, my People, 
” -enterthoumto thy 06 aud fr _ dog's ar 
-bout-thet": wo bas. 


There ae two Changer dar we muſt now 


£0 into : — 


E 1. The 
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; 1.. The Chambers of our Hearts. 
& 2.."'The Chambers of the Promiſes. 


Firſt, 'Ler:us go in« this time of Darkneſs 
into 'the Chambers of.. our Hearts, by ſerious 
Adeditationy'« and Self-examination.” Let us in 
thehrſtplucefearch 'our:Evyidences for' Hea- 
veny caftiug our Accounts; fee:how. the cafe 
ſtands between. God and our Souls; | Letis 
bring our. Graces to the Touch-Stone: What. 
Faith, have. we? are we hid by Faith in the 
bleeding Wounds of Chriſt > What Love to. 
God hayerve.? does Conſcience. witnels that _. 
we not only ſerve him, but love him ? Our Heart: % 
and' Fleſh cry out fe or the, Living God 2: 'Are we EI 
carried every day -up-to Heaven-in' a fiery *® 
Chariat of Love ? Is it thus. with us ?- O let us 
enter.into theſe Chambers of our Hearts, ſet 
our Houſe in order, ouriSouls:. that's Out great 
work now.. My Beloved, when things are 
dark without; we had.need have all clear within, 
ro.haye Conſcience (mile. . | 


Secondly, 


<6) 
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! Secondly, 2go.into- the | Chambers: of 
[2 es, Skete let's awhile hide 
our ſelves, during}.this black (Toud of Provi- 
dence... .O the ſweet Promiſes of God, where 
our Souls may,take SanQuary! God has pro- 
miſed Comfort torall. his FMourners, Matth. 5.4. 
God: has {promifed that he will ſtrengthen the 
infirm; la 4gd29. to them that have no might, be 
anereaſes ftrength. God has promiſed a (rown 
of Glory to the ( onyueror, Rev. 2. 10.: He has 
given it under Hand- and- Seal, . be wilbr.ever 
deave 9,” nor forſake #45. Heb. 13. 5. 


&S Om Brethren, here's our Wiſdom: let 
usnow by Faith go and hide our ſelves, inthe 
= Chambers of thele Divine Promiſes. 


© Andthatsthefirſt thing we mnſt dointhis 
” Dark Hour: Go into our Chambers. 


2, Having done this, if you ask me yet 
further,whar we muſt do in this time of Dark- 
neſs, till God makes Light ſpring up tous ? I 
anſwer : having got into our-Chambers, let us 

E 3 (ommit 


Commut our 


py os 


the Cheit commus hiralelP: ud þ 

-his Coifel that be 1 vys, to plead 
 6r as the: Orphay commits him 
and 'Tutilage of his Gaatdian}, foſhould'we 
commit. our. ſelves to God, and devolve all 
-onr- cares upon hirh, --- (emninit thy way unto the 
Lord. Let us do-our Duty, and truſt Goll 3 
with our Safety, Brethren, it is our work to . | 


vhſt Care : it —_— work no nike Cajec 


& "- wad 
"on WS © 


3 In this time & Dunkhuſs, having, oy 
to our ( hambers, and committed our ſelves unto - 
God; let us-now-patiently:wait God's tare, tilt © 
he ſhall make a Light)roarife -ia our Ebvines: "lb 
wait on God, till he turns our Dar kueſs i into. 
-the-Lyobt of the Marns 7. God cat on a ſud- 
den, with a word of his Mouth, '[cacrer and 
dilperle theblackeft Clouds chat do appear ; 
God can treate: _ Godrcan itrike a firoight 


ſtroke 
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firoke with a creaked Tiftrument : He can bring 

rw o Em. Ee can deliver his Peo- 

ke wie of: nay, he can deliver 

they think he will 

; ws would ever have 

gthould have made a Cauſ-way 

os marched through on, in 

ea? that Cod ſhould have 

Cramary, to drop down Man- 

_ > feed on? O wait till Light 

©" * fpringup. $) he can make ule of the = 
PE, Work : he can play bis Game by his 

# Enemies band, Infhort: Cod is able to re- 

> move the Mountains that lie 1 y, orelſe 

”  (ifhepleale). hecan leaps fountains : 

ha A Cant. 3« 8. 'He cometh le; 1 the Moun- 

WW” ms. Therefore, 'my Br , till Lighe 

gd up, let us wait with'Patence : Light will 


8. E: * unto the Mp 1ght. . 
£ # 


; My Brethren, 1 will ſay bur this: 

Mercies we pray for, and are in expectation 
of, they are worth waiting for. To ſee the 
Golden Fleet of Prayer come home laden with 


large and rich returns of Mercy : to ſee the 
Lilly 


(3s ) 
Lifly and the Roſe united} Truth and Peace:: 
To ſee Popery abandoned; and. not 'one Stone 


leftrupon another-: To ſee ro, fs diſcoun- 
tenanced and diſgraced :* to + & the Cen of 
Holineſs ſhine forch in our en | : To lee 
Jeſus Chriſt ride in Triumphni "the: Chariot of his - 


Goſpel : To lee the yay nad"iFZonour and 
Renown, and be like the Winggofw#am S nad 
with Silver. ; Surely theſe are\ 
nent, that they are well worth as 
And therefore, let not Patience ru; of 
breath. Having got into your Chambers, and 
committed yo e co(Jod, now get into a 
waiting pO P ll ſome Light {prin 
up to God's I will ſhut up all wich or 
one Sia may . encourage hums 
ble waiting n1{a. 30. 18, The Lord is4 VR 


'Y of oe thy Bleſſed are all they that wemit 2. ; 
r him, 


w_ FINIS. 


